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THE FRLEND OF RUSSIA

MIKADO'S MAN SEES LIGHT IN
THE EAST.:

He Ix Count Okuma, sad Ie Js Japun's
Fremler— Empire Now s the Wands
of m Strong Party Man
wupanese Polltios,

Besolutton In

filzure his
sprung into the po-
Htles]l arean of the
world's noatl ons

the tgure ¢f a 1t-
tle Jap with one
leg, He s Count

== Shigenolin Okuma,
the new premler of
Japan, and what he
lacks In a physieal
gense In more than
nade up In those montal qualities
which have won for him the reapect
tnd admiration of his people. It 18
wfe to seay that no forelgn power will
tttempt 10 trifle with Oknma, What
1 Hung Chang is to China Count
Dkuma s to Japan, and more, for he
reprements the people of Japan., In his
recent slavation to the premiership the
death knell of the government of the
tlans was soundad and Jupan now en-
loys the comparative freedom of party
rule. It is reaily a revolution In Jap-
anesa polltles and the people are at
least assurcd of representation, Count
Okuma I8 the father of the reforma-
tion. He has had smple experience in
the past as minister of finance and min

ter of forelgn affairs. In order to
thoroughly understand the sltuation it
I8 first necessary to taks a Lriel survey
of Japaness polltics, For the last thir-
ty years Japan has been ruled by the
ministry composed of the nobles of Sat-
fam and Choghn, There were times
when Tora and Hizen men were mom-
hers of the cabinet, but the jutter were
gradually frogen ont, and of recent
years all the important government po-
gltlons have heen fiilled by represen-
tatives of the two famous claps, Japan
suffered long and patienily under this
yoke of clan government, but finally
the clamoring of the people for a
chunge resanlted in the establishment of
the diet in 1890, and at once it became
the mouthpiece of the prople's discon-
lent. An address to the throne charg-
Ing the government with mis-adminis-
tration or a vole of non-confllence In
the relgning minlstry or the rejection
of an important government measure
hecame the usunl fealure of the diet,
The government
eilher suspensicn or dissolution, The
elan government managed to countinue
Its existence, ag there wera no political
partles strong enough to overthrow it
The liberals and the progressives, the
two lenidiog partles, were alwaya ot
kge=rheads, but on a recont measnre
Iovolving taxatlons they united their
lorcen. The lenders of the two parties,
Connt Okuma and Count Itagakl, got
together, and as a result the great pop-
plar party under the name of “kengei-
lo,"" or conatitutional party, was born,
The inauguration ceremonies of the
pew party were conducted on June 22,
An o result of this Marquls Ito reslgned
the premiership and his exnmple waa
followed by all the other cabinet min-
lstera. Marquis Ito. hlmseif a man of

COUNT OKUMA,
keen and far-sighted Jjudgment,

had
previously urged the necessity of
echanging a policy that held aloof from
political parties, Hut he met with no
support, 50 he reslgned, and In doing
#0» he recommended to the emperor ns
his successor Count Okuma. The em-
peror summoned Counts Okuma and
Itagakl tq the court, and they were in-
trusted with the task of a cablnet for-
mation, with the result that Okuma
accepted the premiership and at the
same time becames minlster of forvign
affalrs, The change In the ministry
was at once announerd and went fgto
effect at once, Count Okuma {2 g na-
tive of Mizen, a province of Kyusyu
fgland, and is nearly 60 years old. But
he still calls himself a young man. His
tather wae one of the Hizen elan, but
was not blessed with an abundance of
this world's goods. Meager as his op-
portunities were, Okuma never neglect-
ed an opportunity to eultlvate the emi-
nent seholarg and leading men of his
time, and he learned to take a deep In-
terest in the affairs of hie country, In
1877 the Salgo rebellion took plare, and
followlng that the natlon’s finances he-
came oxceedingly disordered. It, was

o n that he was appointed minister of

nance, and demonstrated hls keen
judgment in matters of state. He lat-
er found himsell at the head of the
forelgn ofiice. Count Okuma 18 active
in developlng the modorn eclences in
Japan. In 1580, with that far-slghted
gtudy of the nation's neads which char-
actorizes ald his movements, he found-
ed an Instithtion of learning for young
men. Just across the way from his
resldence, In aguburb of Toklo, known
ue Wauseda, heSerectéd the first build-
fngs, and endgwed the institution with
$100,000. This 13 known as the Toklo
Sammon Gakko, and it has enjoyed
great prosperity, There are at present
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about 1.000 stodenta, The univeraity
embraces three geparate schools, one
of Japanete law, one of political sel-
Lence and one of jiterature, The count's
house {2 a dellghtful combination of the
modern and the anclent Japanese, In
the front his rooms are carpeted, paper-
el and equipped In Buropean style,
while In the rear sectlons we find the
Ittle Jananess porches, sllding scroens
and papered windows. His grounds
and garden are as fine ng anything In
Japan. He has, indeed, an idenal rural
home His pestofee address la 76
Shimo Toteukdmura Minaml Toshima
gora,

Count Okuma Is bappily married ans
dearly loves the secluslon of his own
bome, Hig wife, the countess, is a
lady of quict demeanor and proves an
admirable hostess at  thelr numerons
and ever hospltable receptions, The
lady has many friends among the no-
bility and the youth of the land, She
takes great intsrest [n the Semmon
Gakko and Invarlably graces the com-
mencements und other publle oceaslong
with her prescnca.

NEW PRESIDENT SCIENCE AS-
SOCIATION.

Dr. Edward Orton of Columbua, 0.,
the new president of the American As-

DR, E. ORTON,
socintion for the Advancement of Sel-
enee, 18 the state geologlst of Ohlo and
one of the most widely recognlzed ex-

perts in geology in the country, Ile is
a native of New Yurk etate, where his
fatlier was a Presbylerian clergyman,
He took hils classleal eonrge In Hamil-
ton college and afterward studled In
Lane Saminery under the famous Dr.
Lyman Heecher, Feeling called to the
profession of scieuce, Dr, Orton enter-

Wihen he left that Inatlitution he gave
himeelf up to education and served
many colleges in the chalr of the pro-
fessor and the president. e wag made
prezident of the Slata Agricultural col-
lege In 1572 and at the same time was

professor of geclogy In that school. In
1851 he gave op the presidency but re-
talned his ehalr, Ope year later Dr.
Orton was made state geologlat, a post
fie has filled with dlstinetion ever since,
In recognitien of his eplendld services
1o Ohlo uud education one of the great

buildings of the state unlversily was
glven the name of Orton Hall in his
honor, The geologlsts have been very

| forward In the work of the Ameriean

wseociation and Dr, Orton's reputation
ranks with most of the eminent geoclo-
izt who have been concerned with
the acgocintlon since s foundation, Hls
reseirches are known all over the
world.

NEW STAR IN MUSICAL WORLD

Larenzo Porosl, the rielng s'ar In the
Italfan irmament of musle, has already
done sufficiently well to fix him in hie
sent of famo forever., Peros! |8 musleal
director of the famed Cothedral of St,
Mark in Venlen, and his compositions
have made him the ldeal of Italy, cape-
clally of the Venetlan public. He has
written a trilogy of oratories called the
“Bacred Trilogy.” They are “The Pas-
sion of Christ,” “The Transfiguration
of Jesus Christ"” and “The Resurrection
of Lazarus,” RKach oratorio 13 in two
parts, &o arcanged that the parts may
be sung separately, Recordl, the great
musical publisher of Italy, has pur-
chased thede compositions and hns com-
missloned the compoger to write a
fourth, to be entitled “The Holy Sepul-
chre,” Perowl's firet teacher was his
father, Guiseppe Perosi, a cholrmaster
in Tortona, Pledmont, where Lorenzo
was born. He was afterward sent by
the putronage of 4 weslthy Milaneas to
tha conservatory at Milan. He also
studled and traveled In Germany, He
filled various posta as director In
churches until he recelved his commls.

LORENZO PEROSL.

slon at Bt, Mark's. Although he Is but
27 years old, and d1d so much good
work as a musiclan, he foued time to
study theology for the priesthood and
was ordalned In 1583, He hag written,
besldes hls grand compesition, no less
than twelve masses. * It 1s sald his re-

cont work has shown the influence of |

Bach strougly, but does not follow any
maaster,

et

ITHEATRICAL TOPICS, |

BOME SAYINGS AND
IN STAGELAND,

DOINGS

A Dramatle (uery Answered by Thos
n. The WMigher You o In
Theatricals the Covler the Atmosphere
Hovomes —Noldl the Mesutiful,

Pavis

. HY don’l you make
a managertal oin-
curslon  into the
higher and heuavier
regions of the dra-
ma? Your gue-
cesa In Lhe lNghter
lines wou'd seem to
Justify It," remark-
ol a prominont
dramatie critie to
Thomas H. Davis,
"You are, of course, aware,” replied
Mr. Davis, “that the higher you go the
coldar it grows and that atmospherie
condition applies equally as well to
the theater as to the mountalny or mil-
llonaire reception. We don't belleve
it good Lusiness polley to turn a thea-
ter Into an jntellectusl cold storage
house, and fill it with tragedy and
problems of evil suggestion and gullty
gloom. We think we have found out
that the publie, from plutocrat to pans

they want fn the pructical affairs of
this bustling and selfish world, aad
would sooner fly for relief and recrea-
tion to a bright, catchy, laughter-lond-
ed farco, like “Have You 8con Smith?”
or “The Finlsh of Mr, fresh,” than to
accept “corups” to “Othello,” “Mae-
beth,” or “King Lear.” We make no
pretense of working out theologleal,
psychological or soclal problemsg on
the stage. Thal s the outside busi-
ness of preachers, selentists and re-
formers. We are not teachers, cnly
entertainers, and when a man js sur-
felted with pork and beans we don't
ram roast beef down his gullet, We
Bive him farcical champague and com-
edy whipped cream  Instead, and he
llkea it. Nelther do we commit the

Der, get about all the chills and fever |

follows: "We tried Jusi sueh an oXe
periment last summer at my countiry
kome In England.,  Joachim was visit
Ing ug, amd a cortaln eelobrated ‘cel-
Hst, when one afternoon the tden of o
Ereat frolie ocenrred to us, We put on
| old clothes and out we galled, all thres,
and took up our positions [n one of the
locks on the Thames, and there wo
mode musie for two whole hours,
Jopchim ang the ‘cellist played and |
dane.  And now, how much money Jdo
you suppose we ook InT  Just seven
shililhge and gixpence, or §$1.87."

Marlon Shirley I8 a Michigan girl,
Her talent for dramatic expression s
remarkabloe, I'he well-known actor,
Mr. Harry (. Harton, who hos kunown
all the women of our stage for a gen-
eration, recently saw Miss Shirley play
Polly Eccles in o semi-professional ro-
vival of Tom Robertson's “Cusle,” and
expressed the conviction that it equal-
ed sSydney Cowell's fmperronation of
the character in her livelivat days—}. o,
In her Charles Wyndham days, in the
tle nud early 705, Misga Shirley, more-
over, has a Hberal equipment of per-
ROnal comeliness, the apctor tempera-
ment and that unpurchasable Kohinoor
of human life, youth-~the youth that
Richollen  rapturonsly described o
| “all-golden and glorlous,”

The beantiful danghter of B. A, Ul
rich of Chlcago, known to the world
as Helon Noldl, s about to start on a
concert tour Mins  Noldl attracted
Ereat attention while gtudying In Eu-
rope, not only on aceount of her prom-
Islng voice, which I a ¢lear, swoet sos
prano of great strength, but also be-
cause of her beauty, Through her
mother =he s related to O, P. Belinont
of New Yorl, Whlle studying In Bo-
logne she met Eielka Gerster, who s
lving In retirement there, and she
was complimented by the gront artlst
upon the promise which her volee gave,
The young Chicngoan visited her every
week, nnd had the benefit not only of
Gerster's friondship, but also of hear-
Iln.p; her sing.  The voles that once
L evokod guch enthuslnsm fs now velled
by age and usage, but In it may still
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grose blunder of attempting to splee
our plays with salaclous sentiments,
or even risky situations, as objection-
able as cloves and alisplce In apple
ple. Where we might please one by
8o dolog we: would unpardonably of-
fend a thousand, for the masses are
mighty particular In demanding whole-
some dramatic food, served on clean
dishes, You can't make them laugh
and blush at the same time., You
don’t shoot over the head, but straight
at the heart, and that's why we have
scored 50 many bull's eyes, We'll just
stick to the level, where the brooks
babble, the flowers bloom, the birds
slng and the sun smiles. If other man-

MARION BHIRLEY.
agers prefer glaclers and gloom that
s strictly their own aifalr.”

A story 13 golng the rounds of a fro-
lic in which Mme, Melba, Jorelim, the
violinlst, and a celebrated ‘ecllist fo-
dulged, In order to determine whether
8 violinist present could earn a dollar
In the street. Mme, Melba is auoted as

NOLDI,

be discgrned the great artlst,  Miss
Noldl says Gerster speaks of Ameries
with affection. By her advice Mias
Nordl bogan study with Mme. Marche:
sl. Gerster has a beautiful villa of A
old castle outside of Bologne, on a versy
high ¢liff, on the Florence roud, com-
manding a magnificent view. Mins
Noldi numbers among her near ac-
quaintances Nevada and the daugliters
of Rublnsteln, Nevada lives In an
apartment bouge, near Mme, Marchesl,
in Paris. Bhe has a daughter of 19
who 18 creating a great deal of talk on
aceount of her remarkable singing,
dancing, recitatlons and plano playing,
s well as her beauty. Miss Noldl
made her debut at La Seala, Milan,
and has sung in Paris and Bologne,

Willlam Gillette, shortly before his
departure for this country from Eng-
Iand, entered Into an arrangement with
Dr, A. Conan Doyle whereby they, will
co-oparate In  the dromatization of
“Sherlcyk Holmes,” Although in most
respects the play will be original, the
drama will be woven uround one of the
best known and most pleturesque of
the “adventures.” 1t Is Mr, Glllette's
Intentlon to appear In the prineipal
character, and an effort will be made
to produce the play the latter part of
the coming geason,

Women's antiecs In regard to theate
hats have brought upon them the up-
flattering appellation of “the selfish
sox.” In London, according to the
Dally News, “the only plan which has
proved effectual is that adopted for the
aflerncon performances at the opera,
when ladies are  compelled to leave
thelr hata in the cloak-rooms.” 1n
France, at the opern house of Lille,
complaintg have been g0 numerous late-
Iy that the Malre hus lwsusd a spocial
edict forbldding the wearlog of large
huts,

GUbert and Bullivan, According to
report, have “made up” aod are to re
sume thelr partnershlp. Perhaps we

shall have some wore lively comle op-
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BASE BALL GOSSIP,

SURRENT NEWS AND NOTES
OF THE GAME.

the Fature of Manager Selee ihe Sub-
Jeet of Mueh Speculation —May Enter
the Weatern Leagune—Freedman 1¥
Obstinate—Netter Flelding This Sensan

What of Selen?

ELEE'S fuiure has
been the subjlect of
A great deal  of
speculation of late,
Early ifn the sen-
=t kon  he  declared
AN that thig was his
Y lnst year with the
Hoston club, but he
has persistently re-
fured to make pub-
He hig plans for
809, The writer has Information to
die effect that he will be a part owner
ind manager of the Minneapolls clnd
of the Westorn league after the closo
of this season. Under Selee's manuge-
ment the Millers will be factors in the
pennant race and one of the Lest eltles
In the Western leagua cirenit will be
redeomed. Success and Seleg hiave
Iraveled together so long that t 1s
impossible to separate them when pro-
dicting the future of the Minneapolis
tlub under his management, He s
llonest and falr jn hls denlings with
players and patrous and he Is held In
such high estimatiou by the Boston
triumvirs that he han never been asked
lo slgn a contract by them, When
lendered A Western leagun franchise
lust year, o aoked the owners of the
Boston club to releage him from the
oral agreement he had made to menage
their tewm In 1808, When they declin-
ed, Selee broke off negotiations with

| President Johnson and his associates

and gave his attention to the affalrs of
the Boston club, He is one of the few
men ldentified with base ball, whose
word [a ag good az a bond, Whille ey-
ery club in the Western league will be
benefited by Sclee’'s conuection with
ihe Minneapolis club, 8t, Paul will be
the greatest gulner. The base ball
rivalry between the twin elties of Min-
nesota will be revived, and should their
respective teams finlsh one, two, in
1599 the fortupes of Selee and Comis-
key will be made,

Maul aud Roblnson.

Man! and Roblnson of the Ballimoras
wfork In a game as probably no other
battery In the world dues. They have
no slgns of any kind, Maul puts the
ball over without telling Robble by
elgnal what kind ef a bali be 18 poing
to deliver, No othor plicher would
dare do thia fer fear of pus=ed Lalls,
For a catcher to handle curves or
shoots withoul knowihg what s eom-
ing Is a pretty hard job, “Maul and
myself started In without any sigos,”
suld Robble Suadav, “and we have
kept it up ever since. I am not afrald
of any of his shoots or curves gotting
away from me, In fact, there ls 8o
Mttle shoot and curve to hils dellvery
that anybody can hondle it. Manl has
A lttle twist to kis ball. 1o that lea
his suecess. Another thing, he krows
Just whiers every ball he pltches Is go-
Ing to. 1 belleve that, in o pineh, Maul
could hit within two Inches of 0 mark
four times out of five. Twisters and
command are his stock in trade,”

Tom Kinslow Is Lisvely.

“This thiug of Jjumplng In and cateh.
Ing In ten stralght games afler Lelng
out of the business for two yrars s
no child's play,” says Tom Kilnslow.
"It 1s quite different from dlshing out
drinks In my old Washington bar.
Even at that 1 fecl like a Z-vear-old,
My legs are naturally a trifle sore and
my throwing wing Is not as supple as
It might be, Two months sago 1 welgh-
ed 220 pounds, | started to work hard
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TOM KINSLOW,
and I have taken off 85 pounda It
has not weakened me, but, un the con-
trary, has made me feel better thun

1 have felt for three years, 1 will con-
tinue to take off welght and before
the geason ends 1 will welgh in the
nelghborhood of 160 pounds. | will not
let up In my work after the seugon,
elther, but will sontlnue to practice
through the cold mounths, and next »m-
pon I will be az good as a4 young
blood."
Freadman Is Obatinste.

Freodman will not accept defest in
the Holmes case and MHtulgation is sure
to follow, The fool fnding of the dl-
rectors In making the payment of the
fine asscased sagalnst the New York
club conditional upon the suspension
of Holmes, will glve him 4 foothold In
the courts. The declslon of the di-
rectors was not divect and positive and
depended for Its efflcacy upon the ae-
tion of the Baltimore club in obeying
its aorder for the suspension of Holmes.
This lack of positiveness in the opinion
of many invalidates It ln toto. Then
followed the injunction and the rever-

sal of the flnding as affecting Holmes,

leaving the fine agalost the New York
club  unconditionnl,  Freedman will
fight in the courts unloss, an Is prob-
able, the jongue agrecd to & reductinn
of the flne and makes good the differ-
euce 1o the Baltimore elub, The mag-
natas never meet an lesue fairly and
tquarely,  The cowardies of hase ball
capitallatae is proverbia). The matter
wua digcureed by the dirosiors of the
New York club on Monday and it will
be tuken up ngain in o few duye. Thars
I8 Uitle probability of anything baing
done, however, until Freedman gets
buck from Eorope, Thon leok out for
developmente,

Wise Narnie,

Dy Barnes le out with a schoma for
furming another base ball league for
next goason, Barnle, belug a manager
of wide experience in bageball, foraaees
the downfall of the present twelve-
club Natlonal Leagus, and predlots
that Inside of two years the elroult will
bo eut down to elght clubs, and that
thera will bo room for a revival of
the old American Assoclation. But Bil-
Iy will not undertake to bring such s
thing to pass just yet, Instend, he will
be satisfiod with an elght-club league,
o be composad in part of such towns
a8 Albany, Troy, Birmingham, Wor-
coster and Rochester, He claims all of
those places are particularly good ball
towns and would make part of a highly
succesaful league, Harnle ¢lalma to
have plenty of Brooklyn and Connect!-
cut eapita) behind bim—New York
“Tribune,”

The Philadelphila Clah's “Pitohing Find.*

Wiley H. Platt of the Phillles has
mada o record second to no  young
plicher who is twirling in the Natlonal

WILLIE PIATT.

League this year for the first time, He
did gplendid work In the spring, and
now he I8 making good hia claim of
belng a "warm-weather” pitcher. He
hae four shut-ouis to his eredit—Clave-
land twiee, 1 to 0; Pittsburg, 7 to 0,
and Lonlsville 2 to O—thus phariog
honors with Powell an? Hughes. He
has been knocked out but once. Up
to Aug. 26 he had won 16 out of 28
gnmes pltehed, e has as much spsed
as any left-havder in the profession,
and better control than apny of them,
aud may be justly termed *“the pitch-
ing find of the year.” Ho ia 22 years
of age, and hails from Otway, O,

Toams Dolung Nettor In the Fleld,

“One thing which has cut down the
batting averages this geason under
lagt,” remarked w’base ball veteran, “ls
the fuct that the teams all along the
line ave flelding better, The teams In
the second division are stronger and
are playlng better ball, It s off the
weaker tening that the batters make
thelr averages, you know, Well, they
are not dofng it this year. Tuke teams
like Pittshurg, Loulsville and others,
and they are 20 per cent harder to beat
this year than last, Thelr pltchers ars
working emoother and they have bet-
ter flelding material, They have been
strenglhened a good deal by the fact
that the young players drafted lato
the major business are g0 exception-
ally fast that a number of the old-
timers, experienced and good ball-
players, have bheen forced into second-
division elubs. Take the case of Reits
Jumplog from a championshlp team to
a loser llke Washington and playing
the ball he ls; Hoy for Loulsville,
Quipn for Bt. Louis and othera. It is
thig, too, that is making the fight for
the peanant so close, I take (¢t that
the exceptional ability of the lot of
minor leaguers drafted into the big
league thlg season I8 the cause of the
slump In bhatiing among the regulars.”

The Phillles.

“The ’billies wonld be higher in the
vuce, had we been us well managed
carly In the seagon ns we are now,"”
sald Piteber Donshos, Bllile Shetts-
itne understandg how to control play-
eyd and get good work out of tham
without ‘bossing’ them In an offtensive
way. He will haudle us next year, 1
hope, for 1 feel gure that with him at
the helm, we'll make a bid for & re-
speotable place in the race, Our team
is all right now and there 1s not the
least friction amoug us. We should
beal Pittsburg out to u certainty.”

Moke Haste Slowly.

The Pitwbwg Press In commenting
on the Indlanapolls club's asplrations
1o break late the Natlonal league, nays:
“Base bull magnates who dream of
taking Indlanapolls Into the big leagus
because a county judge could not fnd
an way of stopping Sunday base ball,
which Is prohibited by a siate law,
should walt until the SBupreme Court of
Indiana bhas its eay. ‘The Ohio Bu-
presne Court @ldn’t do a thiug to the
ruling of that Cleveland Judge, and Te-
beau's men have bacu Uavellng eover
sipee,' !
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